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Price Fixing (Rubbish)

A baton that farm organisation are been beaten with the whole time is that they can’t set their own prices why not? Other sectors have this right. This is a basic right surely. Refuse collection has a fixed price if we want our rubbish collected we have to pay that price. Other fixed prices include CD’s, Petrol, Hospital fees, Doctors fees, Minimum Wage (enforced by law) Supermarkets, E.S.B, Road Tax, Newspapers, Dentists if we want any of these we pay their price, which is there to protect Peoples businesses. The government set prices on V.A.T, Road Tax and Tax rates to balance the books in order to protect our economy. Benchmarking is an invention to deliver a minimum wage to other sectors. Farm organisations have no control over our price received when they should have the right to protect us. We have good products a price should be set on these and that price enforced by whatever means possible to protect our income. 

This I believe would give us a decent standard of living and bring it in under full control of our farming organisations and bring transparence and accountability in under our control. It would put money into our pockets to protect both farmer and consumer. Our products some say are perishable but there are item that are in the same category like Newspapers, Cakes, Ice creams and labour one day lost and you can’t replace the day that’s lost. Most of these items have nothing to do with supply and demand either, which is often thrown at us also. There is a huge injustice been done to farming, what we receive for our produce doesn’t deliver us a wage per hour compared to the average industrial wage. 

To all Committee members.

I propose that all farming organisations set up a Trading price system (gentleman’s agreement) for all our produce to protect every farmer in every sector. This I believe should be done in a three way transparent way.

1.First the price we should be paid for our product.

2.The price the middleman (co-op, factories, buyers of our products) should get paid for each individual product when sold on.

3.The price the supermarket gets paid for the end product.

This system would make every thing transparent and would have many benefits for farmers.

1.It would stop supermarkets competing against one another at the expenses of us farmers.

2.Farmers have a price at which our products are sold at and can take action if a buyer or seller of our products goes in under our given price, endangering our livelihood.  

3.Farmers co-operating with each other in the interest of farmers.

4. Co-ops co-operating with each other in the interest of farmers  - thus save us money.

5.The benefit of a European Trading Price for our produce.

6.Being seen to care about protecting the consumer from being overcharged.
7.The end price protecting every body’s margin.

8.Bringing accountability and transparence back into our leaders control.

9.This would strengthen our farming leaders.

10.We must be able to afford traceabilty from a public health point of view.

11.This system need not increase the price to the consumer.

Farm organisations should enforce these Trading Prices by whatever means possible including billing, Contra against money we owe, non-payment of bills, through our accounts. Making this system fully recognised by governments in order to protect farming and the consumer. It is very important that we established a recognised Trading price within the EU for our products.

P.S. Please find attached copy of an article in the Farming sector of the Farming Independent on Tuesday 20th January 2004 under the heading ‘Food is worth more’, say Germans. Please read the same, which validates my letter.

`Food is worth more', say Germans
Farming politics and policies were to the fore at the opening of Green Week in Berlin last week. Margaret Donnelly reports.

THE growth of large supermarket chains and their increased buying power is undermining sustainable family farms, the largest German farming union has warned. 
As a result, a new campaign has been launched by Germany's leading farm union, DBV, with the message "Food is Worth More".
The farm lobby is seeking alliances for the campaign throughout the food chain.
Gerd Sonnleitner, president of DBV, told delegates at Green Week in Berlin that the economic situation of the past two years has not been good for farmers.
"While the food industry experienced a slight recovery in 2003, profits and incomes in farming fell by 25pc," he said. 
This was partially caused by severe flooding in Germany, but he said the greatest difficulties facing German farmers at the moment are not connected with outdoor cultivation.
He said there is an increased concentration taking place in the retail food sector, which is leading to increased buying power for a smaller group.
"Just five or six purchasing groups make the decisions with regard to our main products, such as milk, pork, beef, and vegetables," he said.
"As a result our partners on these markets, the dairies, abattoirs and the mills, find themselves under considerable pressure.
"And when purchasing their raw materials they in turn pass this pressure onto the farmers," he said.
The food industry, he said, and consequently the farming industry, is under a great deal of pressure to adapt, and this is becoming even more acute at present because the discount stores in Germany conduct their food sales almost entirely on the basis of price and no longer in terms of quality, regional origin, or brand image.
He said this development has saved consumers billions, but has cost the farmer dearly. Farm incomes have dropped by €6,000 since the mid-nineties. And only 12.1pc of expenditure by private households goes on food, compared to almost 20pc in the late seventies. 
"Such a development is contrary to the fundamentals of sustainable agriculture based on the family farming tradition," he warned.
I believe talks should be entered into with this German Union DBV and other farming organisations through out Europe in order to protect farmer’s livelihood. If our farming organisation right to set prices is not established it will do untold damaged to agriculture going forward.  It is imperative that a case be brought before the Equality and Law Reform to address this imbalance to the farming sector, and also be brought before The European Commission thereafter. Thanking you for your attention.
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