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Way forward for the agriculture and food sector to 2015

We note the establishment of a high level group to plot the way forward for the agriculture and food sector to the year 2015 by the Minister of Agriculture.  In this context we would like to bring to your attention the formation of the Bioenergy Strategy Group under the auspices of the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources.

The primary objective of the Bioenergy Strategy Group is to consider the policy options and support mechanisms available to Government to stimulate increased use of biomass for energy conversion, and to make specific recommendations for action to increase the penetration of biomass energy in Ireland.

Biomass includes agricultural residues and agrifood effluents, manures, and purpose grown energy crops including short rotatin forestry, miscanthus grass, etc. From this it is clear that developments in agriculture have, and will continue to have, a profound impact on the development of bioenergy in Ireland.  We feel it is important, therefore, that each of these groups be aware of the activities of the other and perhaps to share some inputs.

Yours sincerely,

Pearse Buckley

Project Manager – Biomass

http://www.sei.ie/home/index.asp
